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AGM 2022

Notice to MembersNotice to Members

In terms of Clause 8 of the Constitution of the SA Wingshooters 
Association, notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of SA 
Wingshooters will be held on Friday, 4 November 2022, at 16:15, at the 
Edgecombe House Conference Centre, 126 Valley Road, Kyalami, Blue Hills, 
Midrand (see directions on our website – www.wingshooters.org.za – go to “All 
Downloads” and look under the “Venue Maps” heading).

1.	 Chairman’s Review
2.	 Report of the Executive Council
3.	 Consideration of the Accountant’s Report and Financial Statements as 

at 28 February 2022
4.	 Re-appointment of external accountants
5.	 Election of members of the National Council

Eight members of the Association will be elected to the National Council by 
the General Assembly. Messrs Andrew Economou, Derek Nell, Tony Hampson-
Tindale, Graeme Milborrow, Roland Nöffke, Anton Jooste and Theuns Oelofse 
are eligible to be re-elected for these positions for the next term.

Every member personally present at the meeting shall be entitled to one 
vote, whether the vote be taken by show of hands or by ballot. Voting by 
ballot may be recorded either personally or by proxy. The document appointing 
a proxy must be in writing and be signed by the principal or his/her duly 
appointed deputy or, should the principal be a juristic person, be signed by 
an official or representative authorised by the said juristic person. A person 
holding a proxy need not be a member of the Association. The holder of a 
general or special proxy granted by a member, shall have the right to vote if he/
she be authorised by the proxy to attend the meetings of the Association and 
to participate therein whether he/she be a member of the Association or not.

The document appointing a proxy and the power of attorney or other 
authority, if there is one, by virtue of which it has been signed, or a copy of 
such a proxy certified by a Notary must be lodged at the registered office of 
the Association not later than forty-eight (48) hours before the time of the 
meeting at which the person designated in the document wishes to vote, and 
in default thereof the document of proxy will not be regarded as valid. No 
document of proxy shall be valid upon expiry of six months after the date on 
which it was signed, unless specifically otherwise stated in the proxy and no 
proxy that could not have been exercised at the original meeting shall be valid 
at an adjourned meeting.

By order of the Excecutive Council,

Anél van der Westhuizen
GENERAL MANAGER
31 August 2022, Randburg.
Corporate Offices: 
49 Judy Road 
Blairgowrie, 
Randburg.
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ShootingShooting
NEWS
& Conservation& Conservation

Flying with 
Firearms –
What to do 
when flying to 
Bloemfontein with 
firearms

There is no firearms office at 
Bloemfontein airport, and the SAPS there 
do not handle firearms. This is important 
to remember, as arrangements need to 
be made 5 days in advance. Marakalalo 
Firrearms is a private independent business 
and is not in the employ of ACSA and/or 
Airlines and they handle firearms at the 
Bloemfontein airport. Marakalalo does not 
have an office at the airport and therefore 

hunters/shooters should give notice of 
arrival/departure five (5) days in advance to 
enable the team member/s to be available. 
The airlines require a five (5) day notice 
should a passenger decide to travel with 
a firearm.

Marakalalo is unable to deploy a team 
member on short notice to the airport 
and that may mean that a passenger’s 
firearm will not be off-loaded from the 
aircraft. It will return on that flight to the 
initial departure destination. Airlink/Cemair 
websites indicate the requirements for 
advance bookings of a firearm.

Marakalalo charges a fee of R400 
per weapon. Exceptions are made for 
bigger groups/teams arriving for team 
events/sports shooting. This is a non-
official arrangement between group/team 
representatives and is arranged well in 
advance. For more information before 
departing to Bloemfontein, please contact 
Kruger Human of Marakalalo Firearms on 
cell: 083  447  8132, or 051 451 1112 and 
email: jkhuman@mweb.co.za

– SA Wingshooters

Cries of the 
Savanna –
An adventure. An 
awakening. A journey to 
understanding African 
wildlife conservation.

This book by Sue Tidwell is a story 
about big game hunting in Africa. Readers 
will slink warily through 
the long grass in 
the wake of Cape 
buffalo, pursue wild 
game in meticulous 
games of follow-the-
leader, and lie terror-
stricken as the cries 
of lions and hyenas fill 
the tent with dread. 
Yet, the adventure 
is much more than 
a hunting safari, it is 
a story of Africa - as 
well as its people and 
wildlife.

As a non-hunter 
enchanted by African 
wildlife, Sue Tidwell 
never expected to 
be accompanying her 
husband on a three-week 
big game hunting safari in 
remote Tanzania. Like many 
Americans, she had romantic 
notions about African wildlife 
and a naïve view of how 
wildlife conservation worked 
on the Dark Continent. Over 
the course of her African 
adventure, that all changed.

Africa is a wondrous and intriguing 
land but it is also harsh and unforgiving 
-- for both animals and humans alike. 
Tidwell’s boots-on-the-ground experiences 
and relationships with the people of 
Masimba Camp exposed her to realities 
that she had never considered. Those truths 
and her love for the people and wildlife of 
Africa lit a fire in her gut, fueling a passion 
to share her journey with the world.

Readers will experience a riveting 
hunting adventure through the eyes of a 
greenhorn encountering Africa’s charm and 
peril for the first time. They will come to 
know the people of Masimba Camp, while 

learning about lions, leopards, elephants, 
hyenas, Cape buffalo, hippos, crocodiles, 
and many other species. Loaded with 
humor, emotion, thought-provoking pieces 
of truth, and 90 pictures and illustrations 
- Tidwell’s African adventure will bring 
these people and animals to life, offering a 
glimpse of a continent that many imagine 
but few ever really get to know.

Whether an 
animal lover, conservationist, wanderer, 
adventurer, or human rights advocate, 
her unexpected journey will arm readers 
with the awareness necessary to support 
rural Africans while conserving Africa’s 
spectacular wildlife. Only then will the 
beastly cries of the savanna remain a part 
of the wild.

This book is available on Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/Cries-of-the-
Savanna/dp/1737903903?tag=linkfire-
smarturl-20
http://hyperurl.co/BuyCriesoftheSavanna

– SA Wingshooters
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Chairman’s Report

Hunting is a cultural 
activity…
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The year in review brought 
many challenges regard-
ing the Firearms Control 
Act amendments, as well 
as nature conservation 

and Wildlife Forum new proposals 
and laws the government want to 
implement – many of which make 
no sense at all and are purely politi-
cally driven.

One of our most serious threats 
of late is the global anti-hunting 
brigade! This is a serious issue and 
we need to combat it. The claims by 
anti-hunter are always driven by false 
statements. The fact is – hunting is a 
cultural heritage activity and, there-
fore, protected by our constitution. 
So these anti-hunters (and gun-free 
advocates for that matter) are barking 
up the wrong tree. We will continue 
to hunt and shoot as part of our heri-
tage, thank you.

We sold 422 provincial bird hunt-
ing licences on behalf of the provin-
cial departments this year, of which 
Gauteng province sold 2189, 145  
licences for Free State, Mpumalanga 
46, Eastern Cape 20 and KZN 27. 

Here at SA Wingshooters we offer 
it all. Apart from hunting, which 
we’ve offered since 1995, we offer 
a full line-up of sport shooting to 
include any type of firearm. 

From shotgun shooting through 
to rifle, handgun and semi-auto rifle 
shooting sports, including the first 
ever Long Range rifle shooting and 
.22 Precision Small-Bore rifle shoot-
ing, from clay targets, steel plates or 
traditional target shooting… we offer 
all of it.

As always, we look forward to 
a fantastic year ahead, and we plan 
to host many sport shooting events 
and fun days, including training and 
more.

Since last year’s report, no less 
than 206 new members have joined 
SA Wingshooters! Thank you and 
welcome to all the new members!

 As always, we confirm our dedi-
cation and loyalty to our members 
and our duty to give them the best 
value for money that we possibly can.

I wish to thank the volunteer 
shoot captains for their continued 
support and assistance throughout 
the year. A special thank you all the 
active shoot Captains, who always 
volunteers to host shoots, even when 
they’re pressured for time. Thank you 
indeed! 

Shoot captains ensure a safe, con-
trolled and organised shoot venue 
and they are there for your con-
venience, safety and to offer any 
assistance members might need on 
a shoot. This able team was also 
the backbone of our Mentorship 
Programme, which introduces new-
comers to the wonderful pastime of 
Wingshooting.

On behalf of all members, 
I extend our appreciation to our 
National Council for their guid-
ance, the other Executive Committee 
members Etienne Polson and Johan 
Opperman, and our finance team 
of Anél van der Westhuizen (book-
keeping) and Barbara Bodenstein, 
our Financial Controller, under the 
watchful eye of External Treasurer 
Peter Karsas.

A special thanks to my wife Anél, 
who does a tremendous job of man-
aging the office for us. I thank our 
support staff Zinzi Duma and Robert 
Nyangulu for their continued effort 
and friendly demeanour.

Finally, we thank our IT consul-
tants, risk managers, auditors, spon-
sors and advertisers for their valued 
contributions and support.

André van der Westhuizen, 
Executive Chairman



Shotgun ammo for Pigeon shooting, Upland & 
Waterfowl hunting, Clay target shooting, including 

competition Clay target ammo – 
In 12-Gauge, 16-Gauge, 20-Gauge, 28-Gauge 

and .410

Contact: Neil Harmse at
Sixes & Sevens to order: Tel: 011-704 6708

email: nharmse@entramarc.co.za
www.sixesandsevens.co.za
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Try the HULL
environmentally friendly 

fibre wad & paper 
cartridges!
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ShootingShooting
NEWS
& Conservation& Conservation

Birds and muthi – 
Over 100 animals 
killed in suspected 
poisoning in 
Kruger National 
Park

The vulture 
population in the Kruger National Park is 
under threat. The illegal trade in vultures 
for traditional medicines, known as muthi, 
is a dire threat to the conservation of 
African vultures. Over 100 vultures and a 
hyena have died after feeding on a buffalo 
carcass near Punda Maria in the Kruger 
National Park.

The grisly discovery was made on 
Thursday morning near the park fence 
bordering a local village. Two similar 
incidents were reported in the same area 
last year. “Rangers on patrol discovered 
the carcass of a buffalo, which appeared 
to have been laced with poison. They also 
found over 100 dead vultures and a dead 
hyena likely to have fed off the carcass,” 
SANParks said. A further 20 vultures were 
discovered at the poisoning scene and 
were in a bad condition.

With the assistance of the Endangered 
Wildlife Trust (EWT), these birds were 
rushed to Shingwedzi and Moholoholo 
rehabilitation centres for treatment.

Yolan Friedmann, CEO of the EWT 
and SANParks board member, expressed 
her concern that: given the critical status 
of vultures globally, poisonings at this scale 
places the species at increasing risk of 
extinction. The scene has been cordoned 

off for further investigation and the 
carcasses have been burnt to ensure that 
there are no further poisonings.

Initial indications are that some of 
the carcasses were harvested for their 
body parts. SANParks confirms that the 
matter has been referred to the police 
for investigation. Gareth Coleman, the 

managing executive of the 
Kruger National Park, said: 
“This reprehensible act once 
again highlights the ever-
present danger of poisoning 
by unscrupulous people. 
We cannot afford to let 
our guards down and we 
call on law-enforcement 
agencies outside the park 
to move swiftly to arrest the 
perpetrators.”

Birds and muthi
Research papers 

indicate that traditional 
healers make use of 
vulture body parts alone, 

or in combination with plants or minerals, 
for various purposes, primarily to give 
clairvoyant abilities, but also to promote 
good dreams or increased intelligence, 
to treat illnesses, and to appease the 
ancestors.

“Vultures were acquired (for use in 
traditional medicine) by poisoning and 
trapping in communal rangelands and 
inside protected areas (the Kruger National 
Park, Manyeleti Game Reserve, Sabi Sands 
Game Reserve, and Bushbuckridge Nature 
Reserve). Vultures reportedly varied in price 
from R300 to R1500 for a whole bird,” 
according to a research paper published 
in the Journal of Raptor Research in 
September, 2021. Researchers polled a total 
of 51 traditional healers from the Kukula 
Traditional Health Practitioners Association 
in Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga.

It is estimated that this association of 
traditional health practitioners uses 400 to 
800 vultures a year.

– by City Press, Laila Majiet
11 August 2022

https://www.news24.com/citypress/
news/sanparks-calls-on-law-enforcement-

to-probe-animal-poisoning-at-kruger-
national-park-20220811

“New” Beretta 
687 Silver Pigeon III

The 687 Silver Pigeon III shotgun 
represents an elegant evolution of the 
Silver Pigeon I, designed to meet the needs 
and desires of shooters looking for the 

reliability of the 680 platform presented 
with attractive aesthetics and a superior 
wood finish.

The exquisite gloss finish enhances 
the grain of the stunning class 2.5 wood 
and protects it from rain and improves 
longevity. All these features are combined 
with the excellent ballistics guaranteed by 
the Steelium Optima Bore HP tri-alloy steel 
barrels.

Available in all gauges (12, 20, 28, 
and .410) and with two drop options, 
the 687 Silver Pigeon III is the shotgun for 
those who want a game scene shotgun 
with classic looks, quality and elegance, 
without sacrificing the legendary reliability 
and minimal maintenance requirements of 
the 680 platform.

The 687 Silver Pigeon III’s receiver, which 
is derived from the legendary 680 series, 
features a slim, elegant shape characterized 
by the tried-and-tested locking system with 
iconic trapezoid shoulders and dual conical 
locking lugs. The 12, 20, and 28 gauges 
require the use of 70 mm Optima-Choke 
HP chokes, which is also perfect with 
steel shot should you ever have to endure 
a steel shot curse. The .410 gauge is 
equipped with the traditional 50 mm Mobil 
Choke chokes. For more info on where to 
purchase please see page 27 in this issue 
and receive 10% discount.

– SA Wingshooters
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Call the WINGSHOOTERS 
office now to book:

071 132 5450
or email: anel@wingshooters.co.za

The SA WingshootersThe SA Wingshooters

 WhenWhen:: SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER at 08H30  SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER at 08H30 
WhereWhere: Wattlespring Gun Club: Wattlespring Gun Club
Bring your own gun, ammo, friends and family and come and 
have a GREAT DAY with us at the ANNUAL Wingshooters 
Christmas Shoot. Wattlespring club is 25km east of Pretoria East
Hospital and 35km from OR Tambo Airport/Kempton Park

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW – 
Teams of 4 to 5 guns can enter in a group. If you are 
on your own you’ll be squadded in a team. It is a 50 
clay target shoot.
LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE – First come, first served
HOW MUCH?
• An all-inclusive entry fee of only R590.- per gun.
• Non-shooting family members for LUNCH only 

R230.-
There will be coffee, tea and rusks on arrival. Lunch 
is included and is a beef fillet dish (*Chicken op-
tion for not red-meat eaters available on request – 
*please choose on booking), and a cash bar will be 
available throughout the day.

BookBook
NowNow

19 November19 November

PLEASE NOTE: Booking is only confirmed if payment is 
received* No entries after 17 November please!

Some Prize 
sponsors…

* After 14 November 2022 no refunds 
will be given for cancellations.

Sixes & Sevens

Christmas ShootChristmas Shoot

20222022
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Or latch that holds the separate fore-end to the barrels of double 
guns and in doing so keeps the gun together and in one piece. So 
one can safely say that it is rather vital. Over the centuries many  
varied designs have appeared and each usually has a back story. 
Some complicated, some very simple, yet all have the important, 
nay crucial, task of keeping the two main parts of the gun – the  
barrels and the action/butt stock – together. 

Be this as it may, it is not a 
part of the gun that gets 
much attention unless it 
malfunctions and most 
shotgun users don’t know, 

or care about the differences of the 
various examples in use today. A 
balance between engineering func-
tion and the necessary excavation of 
wood, without weakening the fore-
arm, is most important. Over the 
years there have evolved a fairly wide 
choice of this essential, the first two 

by Charles Duff

CatchCatch
It’s theIt’s the
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The Takedown Lever Latch – The forearm is held to the barrels by 
a cross-screw in a slot which allows the forearm to move forwards 

and back to take the barrels off the action.
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are without any springs while all the 
rest need at least one to function:

The Screw – more likely to be 
found on bottom-of-the-line single 
barrelled guns, consisting of a plain 
machine screw, which turns into a 
small threaded block that is dove-
tailed, brazed or welded onto the 
underneath of the barrel. Simple, 
and usually bomb-proof, though an 
engraved head to the screw and an 
associated brass finial does make it 
look a whole lot better. Its removal 
from the barrel obviously requires the 
use of a turnscrew, this leading to its 
replacement with quick acting latches 
which require a hook or loop brazed 
or silver-soldered to the underside of 
the barrel.

The Wedge or Cross bolt (AKA 
the cross-pin fastener) comes from 
the muzzle loading times where there 
were usually a pair along the fore-
end which, allied with a screw or 
two in the top tang of the barrel into 
the stock, kept the gun’s main parts 
together. The fitting on the barrel 
through which the wedge slides is 
known as the ‘loop’. Apart from 
the rectangular hole across the semi-
circular longitudinal groove for the 
barrel for the sliding bolt, very little 
wood removal is required. Its main 
draw-back is the need of some sort 
of tool to loosen it, which is why it is 
completely out of favour today, you 
will only encounter it on older pre-
1870 era guns. 

The Harvey catch (AKA the Grip 
or Lever catch) is one of the sturdi-
est examples and is most unlikely to 
malfunction; in fact it is known for 
its positivity. Harvey was working for 
Williamsons at the time. It requires 
very little removal of fore-end wood 
to get it into place though it is one of 
the more expensive to produce and 

is frequently found on double rifles, 
where the cost of a really secure latch 
is negligible in the overall scheme of 
things. The opening lever is pushed 
over to the right, past its small sprung 
ball retaining détente until it clears 
the substantial barrel lug or hook. 
The forearm is then lifted clear of 
the barrels. Rigbys bought the patent 
from Williamsons and on their dou-
ble rifles the lever usually is stamped 
or engraved with ‘Rigby’s Patent’. 
W.W.Greener says that it descends 

from the original Lefaucheux lever 
used in their breech-loading guns to 
secure the barrels to the action and its 
lock-up resembles that of the Jones 
rotary underlever quite markedly. 

The Deeley and Edge – this pair 
of Westley Richards employees are 
noted for several other devices, but 
this is by far their most popular pat-
ent. The eponymous John joined 
Westley Richards in 1871 and pro-
duced the famous boxlock action 
with Anson in 1875. In 1873 he 

continued overleaf…
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Left: The Wedge or Cross bolt (AKA the 
cross-pin fastener) comes from the muz-
zle loading times. The fitting on the barrel 
through which the wedge slides is known 
as the ‘loop’

Below: Lever Release or Harvey  catch is 
one of the sturdiest examples and is most 
unlikely to malfunction, in fact it is known 

for its positivity.
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produced, in collaboration with Edge 
who was another Westley Richards 
employee, the catch which today is 
used by a considerable percentage of 
modern shotgun makers. It requires 
lifting of the latch to clear the hooked 
lug or hook on the barrel. 

It requires the most excavation 
of wood from the fore-end but can 
be seen in a multitude of shotgun 
marques, it is especially popular with 
the Italian gunsmiths. 

That fitted to the Browning B25 
guns has an added hinged latch 
which dovetails into the floor of the 
action, presumably as an added safe-
ty feature. W.W.Greener stated that 

the Deeley and Edge was the most 
favoured owing to its handiness and 
neat appearance. It is usually positive 
in action, though with much use the 
mating of the latch and its hook can 
work loose. 

The Greener Improved Deeley 
version (photo on page 10) uses a 
square sectioned bolt sliding in a 
groove rather than the original’s hook 
and half-circle movement. This does 
not appear to have been in regular use 
at WW’s works and most Greeners 
that I have examined used the ordi-
nary Deeley and Edge type. 

Referring to his usually pro-
liferate to me ‘The Gun and Its 

Development’ shows only a single 
paragraph devoted to fore-end catch-
es – a rather essential part – and states 
that the sliding bolt affords a much 
stronger grip and that externally both 
fore-ends appear the same. 

The Anson Push Rod, patented 
in 1872  – another ingenious Westley 
Richards employee, who with Deely 
patented and produced the ultimate 
in boxlock side-by-side actions. All 
that shows of this elegant catch which 
was patented in 1872, is the end of 
the push rod peeking out of the fore-
end, sometimes with a finial, some-
times just plain. Further back towards 
the action is another screw ensconced 

in a finial, holding the rear of the 
catch in position. All in all, it is the 
most discrete of them all. Very posi-
tive and trouble-free in action. It uses 
a cylindrical bolt with a spiral spring 
in a tube and is the most involved to 
situate in the fore-end. 

It requires the most, and com-
plex, inletting into the fore-end, and 
consequently, is more likely to be 
seen on more expensive guns rather 
than entry-level ones. Its function is 
positive and it rarely jams. However, 
can come apart as the gun fires if the 
fingers of the supporting hand curl 
around the front of the fore-end and 
depress it.

 The Roller – in the heyday 
of the S55, S56 and S58 model 
Beretta O/Us there was this unique 
fore-end catch with a knurled roller 
fastening device, best operated by a 
thumb. This functioned satisfactorily 
until continual dis- and reassembling 
weakened the spring and the fore-end 
then fell off. 

I had a S58 Skeet and my main 
and continuing complaint was that 
no matter how hard the retaining 
screws were fastened, the whole fore-
end catch continually worked itself 
loose from the recoil, defying any 
attempts to stop the rot. 

This was in the days prior to 

acrilo-nitrile glues and other lock-fast 
type glues, and the fact that it is no 
longer used must mean something.

The Spring Lever – there’s always 
something new, or in this case rather 
old. I found this on an otherwise 
nondescript old English side-by-side 
12gauge which I catalogued for one 
of the Classic Arms auctions. I am at 
a loss as to what else one could call it. 
This moves the hook much closer to 
the muzzle side of the barrels and a 
plain lift-up plate is kept under ten-
sion by a leaf spring. 

This example was very plain and 
no-nonsense, though the possibilities 
for more attractive shapes and deco-
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A Deeley latch

Anson push-rod was patented in 1872
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ration are obvious. It is positive in use though the 
spring might, over the decades, become slack. 

Lastly there’s, for want of a better word, the 
Pull Catch. Much smaller than most of the oth-
ers, it is set in a small oval well in the wood and 
has a curved lip onto which you insert your fin-
gertip. To free the fore-end from its hook requires 
this curved lever to be pulled. For the larger-
fingered gentry this can be a bit on the small side 
and awkward, especially if the spring is tough. 
Sometimes a bit of a fiddle to open, but needs 
much less wood removed to position it, is firmly 
fixed to the fore-end iron and is unobtrusive.

So there you have it, nine different latches all 
to do the same job, and I’m sure that there have 
been others. For example I found a reference to 
the ‘Scott’ latch and on chasing this down found 

that William Scott of Birmingham patented his 
latch in the USA, during 1874. This is the Scott 
who joined up with Webley to form their well-
known company. 

Reading the patent description made me 
realise that I have seen examples, if not every day, 
then quite frequently. It has a hidden spring catch 
and the fore-end is pressed into position under the 
barrels, inserting the metal base first. 

The spring catch engages the barrel hook or 
lug and remains under tension. The nose of the 
fore-end is tapered somewhat away from the bar-
rels, allowing a forefinger to prise the fore-end 
away from them. 

I have only seen this catch on side-by-side 
guns, though there’s theoretically no reason why 
it shouldn’t work on a superposed gun. 
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The SA Wingshooters 
Association has been 
accredited by the CFR 
as a Dedicated Hunting 
Association, since 2004. 

In fact, we are the second oldest 
accredited association in South Africa.

We have current members, many 
of whom regularly participate in the 
various sport shooting disciplines 
available and thus have a definite 
need to be able to grant such mem-
bers the Dedicated Sport Shooting 
status, in order to enable them to 
fully participate in their chosen sport. 

So, we are both an accredited 
sport shooting and hunting associa-
tion, as we have members who want 
dedicated status, but who do not 
hunt.

We currently offer the follow-
ing sport shooting disciplines to our 
members, either at our own facilities/
ranges, or at any range country-wide 
and internationally:

PSP (Postal Shooting 
Programme) target shooting for 
handguns, manual rifles and self-
loading rifles. Various target shooting 
tables/disciplines are offered, which 
can be practiced at any range world-
wide. All our targets are available on 
our website.

Clay Target Shooting – all 
members have access to Clay Target 

Shooting using shotguns at any 
accredited clay target range or club 
(CTSASA, COMPAK, etc.) country-
wide.

Long Range Rifle Shooting – we 
have our own dedicated long range 
rifle shooting range in Gauteng, 
where members compete over shoot-
ing distances ranging from 100m 
to 1900m. This range also affords 
us the opportunity to offer a 2-gun 
sport shooting discipline (handgun 
and rifle combination shooting with 
movement and transitions), starting 
at 10m for handguns, to 100m and 
then up to 600m for self-loading 
rifles, with official division categories 
for calibres and types of rifles. 

Handgun Shooting – we offer 
handgun shooting, again at our 
LRSC range, or any other range 
world-wide via the PSP, on our 17 
target steel pistol range with targets 
from 10m to 100m, and includes a 
6-plate duelling tree.

Multi-gun (3-gun & 2-gun) 
sport shooting – we offer multi 
gun events, where self-loaduing 
rifles, handguns and bolt action rifles 
are used, at our LRSC range and  
elsewhere

Membership of the LRSC gives 
you additional membership of the 
following sub-clubs:

• The LRSC (Long range shoot-

ing club for rifles in both Bolt Action 
and Self-loading rifle, which are to 
distinct separate divisions).

• The .22PSBC (Precision Small-
Bore Club)

• The TPS (Tactical Precision 
Shooting) multi-gun club for 3-gun 
and 2-gun shooting and competition

• The LR Open Sight club (Open 
Sight rifle division)

• The LR Handgun and Revolver 
sub-club – for handgun shooting in 
various divisions.

The Long Range Shooting 
Club (LRSC) and the PSP (Postal 
Shooting Programme) are part of SA 
Wingshooters and are subject to its 
constitution, disciplinary codes and 
rules of ethical conduct.

Lastly, as you know, the SA 
Wingshooters Association has R20-
million liability insurance to cover 
the Association, with each individual 
member also having R20-million lia-
bility insurance as individual cover, 
for all shooting-related activities.

We are proud to be an association 
that offers all forms of shooting and 
hunting to our members. Thanks for 
your support!

SA Wingshooters Association is truly the one association 
for all shooting disciplines. With us you can do it all. We 
offer shooting events and venues in all divisions, including 
shotgun, rifle, handgun, semi-auto rifle, long range target 
shooting and multi-gun sport shooting…

One associationOne association
We do it allWe do it all
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We offer all types of shooting and 
hunting… as well as coaching!

ADVERTORIAL
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The annual financial statements for the year ended 28 February 2021 were approved by the Executive Council on 30 August 2021 and signed:

AA van der Westhuizen	 JM Opperman	 GE Polson
Member: Executive Council	 Member: Executive Council	 Member: Executive Council

AA van der Westhuizen	 A van der Westhuizen	 Barbara Bodenstein
Chairman	 General Manager and Bookkeeping	 Financial Controller

Annual Report
Financial Statements for year ended 28 February 2022

Executive Council’s Approval

Report of the Accountants to the members of the
SA Wingshooters Association
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Report by the Executive Council

Membership & Services
Membership fees have again remained the same for the sixth year in succession. Currently (at date of this report), the Association has 

2713 members who are “current” or “paid up”. There are 77 members who are 30 days in arrears, 30 are 60 days in arrears, 41 are 90 days 
and 285 who are 91 days plus – totaling 3147 members, a decrease of 33 members from 3180 of the previous year. A total of 206 new 
members joined at the date of this report, since the previous annual report. At the time of this report the LRSC has 115 members (with 105 
paid up, 4 current, 1 at 60 days, 1 at 90 days and 4 at 91 days +) and produced an income of R186,831. The PSP has 318 current members.

During the year under review, competitions, shoots and licence fees produced an income of R175,631 compared to R175,504 in the 
previous financial year, and remain almost the same. More shoots were hosted and the hunting licence sales increased slightly. The Christmas 
shoot (and others) is always offered at a small loss, as these are direct membership benefits. This is expected, as this shoot is offered with 
slight mark-up to members and the entry fee is almost the same as quoted by the shooting range, caterers, etc. Advertising income in the 
Wingshooter magazine amounted to R36,609 – a decrease of 41,59% from the previous year. This is due to the lower advertising rates 
for digital magazine adverts, as well as a decline in general advertising support. Our group liability insurance product for members and the 
association, which was a first in South Africa, has been continued successfully. The Association has expanded shooting venues for the annual 
shooting calendar and even more so for the current year. We offered in excess of 1000 organised shooting days during the year under review, 
and we plan to keep on offering venues to members. The LRSC amounted an expenditure of R76,105 at the time of this report, which is a 
considerable reduction since the previous year.

General Review
During the operational year under review, we epanded the Association’s membership services and offerings to include all forms of 

hunting and sport shooting, with the exception of big-bore sport shooting, which we do not offer currently. We again promoted the ‘Member-
get-a-Member’ drive, which was again successful. We would sincerely like to thank all members for their efforts over the past year to recruit 
new members. Our cultural heritage activity of hunting, as well as sport shooting and firearms ownership in general, is under constant 
threat from government and gun-free lobby groups. We supported #SafeCitizen campaign (a national pro-firearms lobby organisation) with 
a donation of R15,000 to oppose the FCA Amendments and changes to the Act that we deemed irresponsible to impose on citizens. The 
proposed FCA Amendements have been stalled in part because of the SafeCitizen and our action, but remain an issue we need to oppose.

The Covid-19 pandemic continued in the year under review and no doubt had an impact of membership, hunting and sport shooting 
nation-wide. We assisted members where we could regarding membership fees and we thank specific members who financially assisted other 
members and paid membership fees on their behalf. You are truly exceptional individuals!

Bird hunting licences remain available for purchase from our offices for Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Free State, KZN and Eastern Cape.  SA 
Wingshooters Association is part of various forums – from wildlife forums to firearms, hunting and sport shooting forums. In these forums 
the industry partners up in order to focus on pressing issues that might threaten our ownership of firearms, hunting and shooting. We also 
participate in the Poison Working Group and the National Problem Bird Forum, where National Council member, Tim Snow, is our official 
representative. We remain a supporter of the Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust. Our vision is to engage in joint conservation projects 
in Southern Africa, in support of bird conservation of game birds and waterfowl and birds in general. We proud to be part of the SUCo-SA 
(Sustainable Utilisation Coalition of South Africa) along with other hunting and wildlife associations and bodies, such as NHSA, CHASA, 
PHASA, WRSA, TGA and others. Internationally, our National Associate membership of the British Association for Shooting and Conservation 
(BASC) continues to add value to the organisation and to our members. The availability of editorial material from the BASC publications for 
use in our publications is gratefully acknowledged.

Financial Results
We are a government registered non-profit organisation and SARS Public Benefit Organisation. The income from membership 

subscriptions amounted to R2,928,318 during the year, a decrease of R137,489 (4,48%) over the previous year. The total expenditure 
decreased by 0,62% (R19,369), despite inflationary pressures and no membership fee increase to R3,115,393 to produce a modest surplus 
of R395,054. This was again achieved thanks to the strong financial discipline of our Association’s management, despite climbing inflation, 
expanded membership services and benefits, such as offering official shoots below cost and free of association charges, our on-line 
firearm licence renewal notification and dedicated activity reporting on-line portal, shotgun, rifle and handgun shooting training, etc. The 
management fees of our administrators, the Advisory Bureau for Development (Pty) Ltd, amounted to R2,019,548 – and remains unchanged 
since 2016. Our Funds increased to R3,276,291 which includes the Legal Action Fund of R70,446, the Publishing Revolving Fund of R40,000 
and the Youth Development Fund of R89,600. 

By order of the Executive Council
André van der Westhuizen

Executive Chairman
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Financial Statements for year ended 28 February 2022

Statement of Financial Position

Annual Report
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Statement of Income
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Financial Statements for year ended 28 February 2022

Statement of Changes in Funds

Statement of Cash FlowsStatement of Cash Flows
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Notes to the Annual Financial Statements
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Financial Statements for year ended 28 February 2022

Notes to the Annual Financial Statements (continued)

Annual Report
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Notes to the Annual Financial Statements (continued)
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Lilo van der Westhuizen at Singita

Above: Robbie Stretton’s pointers. Photo by 
Gerhard Laubscher
Left: Andrew Toy at the official Leandra 
shoot.
Far left: Chesney Tager at our Singita shoot.

Members in the field…Members in the field…
Ryan Hammond, Juan Rossouw, Gerhard Laubscher and party 

hunting with Robbie Stretton in the Molteno area

Oom Jan Breed at the Donkerhoek 
shoot
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At the Poortjie pigeon venue. 
Photo by Gerhard Laubscher 

Wynand Visser and his GSPs  Patrys 
and Sneller at the Caledon shoot

Above: Andy Charalambous at the official 
Leandra shoot
Below: Layla owned by Angelo Spada 
with a yellow-billed duck retrieved
Below left: Mrs Honiball on the laptop! 
There’s no excuse not to go shooting!
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Shaun Ellithorne 
and Neil van 
Vuuren setting up 
before the match

Helping new shooters is what we do... here Zelda 
Grundling just hit the 831m Springbok target

The range

Dr Gerald Matika enjoying the match day

   Members on our LRSC   Members on our LRSC

      RangeRange
Marius Gericke & Cliff Alexander

Hennie Grobler & Charl 
Jacobs practising timed 
fire shooting
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It was a late stop in a hotel room 
for a quick sleep before continu-
ing the road trip the next morn-
ing. Arms loaded with bags and 
dog gear, the executive decision 

was made to leave the kennel in the 
car. “She’ll be fine, it’s late, and we’re 
all tired anyway.” Famous last words.

And so began the longest night 
ever spent in a hotel room. The poor 
Deutsch Langhaar pup, used to the 
comfort and security of her crate, 
had never spent a night “out” on the 
floor. Without the familiar enclosed 
space, she spent a restless night on 
high alert. Every mosquito that flew 
down the hallway was cause for a 
bark alarm. Each distant car door 
was surely worth growling about. 
Finally, at 2am, we reached a point 
of desperation and did the unthink-
able: she was scooped up into the 
bed to just get some peace and quiet. 
The pup stretched out to impossible 
dimensions for a small dog and soon 
fell asleep in her newfound security. 
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Learning the process, equipment and 
troubleshooting of crate training a dog

Written by Jennifer Wapenski

 July 11, 2019 
with kind permission of projectupland.com

Crate TrainingCrate Training
A DogA Dog

BirdBirddogsdogs



The humans, regrettably, did not.
With this experience still etched 

in my memory, I caught up with 
Gunner Kennels Ambassador and 
pro trainer Kaitlynd Wilson to talk 
about the importance of crate train-
ing young puppies. Kaitlynd has been 
training advanced obedience topics 
and hunting skills for several years, 
but stresses the importance of setting 
a good foundation of crate training 
from an early age.

“Crate training is more than just 
teaching your dog to go in a box 
on a command. It’s a big part of 
the puppy’s development, whether 
you’re house training, preparing for 
travel, or just teaching the puppy to 
be calm,” Kaitlynd says. Since dogs 
are naturally den-dwelling creatures, 
the crate simulates a den by offering 
a safe and secure place for a dog to 
relax. Puppies who are taught that the 
crate is their space will naturally learn 
to seek it out as their quiet place.

This den mentality also extends to 
house training. By keeping an unsu-
pervised pup in its crate instead of 
wandering the house, the puppy will 
quickly learn the concept of waiting 
to go outside, since it will naturally 
avoid going in its den. 

This isn’t to say you can simply 
lock your pup up until it is house 
trained, but the concept of a den 
space goes a long way toward teach-
ing this important subject.

Finally, crate training is essential 
for the safety of your dog throughout 
its lifetime. At home, being crated 
when left alone will keep her out 
of destructive trouble and possibly 
prevent the ingestion of something 
harmful. On the road, a durable crate 
is critical for safety in the unfortunate 
event of an accident by keeping the 
dog safely restrained. When you reach 
your destination, the crate becomes a 
portable “safe place” to help the pup 
relax in unfamiliar places.

Choosing the right kennel size
Selecting the correct kennel size is 

an important part of the process and 
will set you up for easier success. An 
appropriately sized kennel is safer, 
more comfortable, and more effective 
for house-training a puppy.

The kennel should be just large 
enough to allow the dog to stand up, 
turn around, and sit comfortably. 
Remember that this is meant to simu-
late a den, not a bedroom. Dogs don’t 
think of space in the same way we do, 
so don’t assume bigger is better. In 
fact, for transport, bigger is definitely 
not safer in the event of an accident 
or sudden maneuver.

Puppies make the question of 
kennel size a challenging one, since 
they don’t stay small for very long. 

Kaitlynd is often asked whether a 
smaller kennel such as the Gunner 
G1 Small is required for puppy train-
ing, or if you can start with an 
Intermediate or Large size for the 
puppy to grow into.

“You can use any size kennel to 
teach the concept of going in and 
laying down, but if you’re traveling or 
house-training, it’s really important 
to have an appropriate puppy-sized 
kennel,” she says. If the kennel is 

too large during house training, the 
puppy may use part of the crate as a 
toilet area, which works against your 
best efforts to teach the puppy to wait 
until he’s outside.

To be most efficient at training 
and safest while traveling, the same 
general rules of sizing a crate for an 
adult dog should be applied to puppy 
crates. It’s also a good idea to discuss 
crate sizes with your veterinarian, 
especially if you have travel plans with 
your pup.

Getting started with crate training
Regardless of how you approach 

kennel training with a puppy, there 
is one unbreakable rule: always keep 
it positive.

“It’s really important that the 
puppy always associates the crate with 
a positive experience, or else you’ll 
hurt your ability to create that calm 
place,” Kaitlynd recommends.

Begin crate training from the first 
day the pup arrives at home. Put the 
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continued overleaf…

The author training her German 
longhaired pointer 
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kennel in a central location and leave 
the door open. Encourage the pup to 
enter and praise him enthusiastically 
when he does.

Don’t shut him in at first, but 
allow him to check it out and get 
used to entering and exiting. Be con-
sistent in praising his good behavior.

Once he’s comfortable with going 
in and out, you can begin to close 
the door briefly. Continue with the 
generous praise whenever the pup is 
in the crate and behaving calmly. 

At this point you can begin to 
introduce a command word of your 
choice and start to associate it with 
entering the crate.

Keep these sessions short and fun. 
Puppies have short attention spans 
and you’ll want to be sure to always 
end on a positive note. It’s better to 
err on the side of ending the session 
too soon than to risk over-pressuring 
a young pup.

Graduating towards independence
Once the pup gets the concept of 

entering the crate, you can start latch-
ing the door and leaving his sight. At 
this point, it’s an exercise in reading 

your dog: you’ll have to determine 
if the whining is truly a young pup’s 
insecurity or if it’s a loud demand to 
be let out. 

Start by ignoring the crying to 
see if the puppy gives up and calms 
down. If it seems like the puppy is 
truly scared of being left alone, you 
might pass by his field of view and 
reassure him that everything is ok and 
you’re still in the vicinity.

Kaitlynd advises that above all, 
you must remain patient and con-
trolled when dealing with the pup 
at this stage. “Make sure you never 
open the door of the crate when the 
puppy isn’t being calm and quiet, or 
else you’ve just taught him that he 
can be released with enough whining 
and crying – which is a hard thing  
to undo.”

When the puppy has calmed 
down and is sitting quietly in the 
crate, return to open the door and 
let him out. Once again, be gener-
ous with the praise. You’re rewarding 
the calm behavior and demonstrat-
ing that tantrums don’t result in  
his freedom.

Soon the pup will see the crate 
as his space where he can go to take 
a nap or just relax. This is a huge 
achievement because you can now 
transport this special space anywhere 
you need to go, throughout the life 
of the dog. The permanent associa-
tion of the crate with calm behavior is 
crucial for safe and sane travel.

Final thoughts
As dog training goes, crate train-

ing hardly makes the list of fun or 
exciting training subjects. It’s not 
as thrilling as seeing your pup’s first 
point or as entertaining as retrieving. 
However, crate training provides a 
strong foundation for shaping your 
dog’s future as a calm, balanced, 
well-behaved companion – which  
is ultimately what we all want most 
out of our dogs. That, and a good 
night’s sleep.

– https://projectupland.com/hunting-dogs/
how-to-crate-train-a-hunting-dog-2/?mc_

cid=9811901146&mc_eid=f4a76f1beb
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“Make sure you never 

open the door of the 

crate when the puppy 

isn’t being calm and 

quiet, or else 
you’ve just 
taught him 

that he can be released 

with enough whining 

and crying – which is 

a hard thing to undo.”

Gordon setter puppies with their Gunner Kennel. Photo by Buzz Hayes 

BirdBirddogsdogs
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The most common and 
widespread snake in 
Southern Africa is the 
Puff Adder. A slow-
moving and elusive 

snake that spends most of its life 
well camouflaged and hard to find. 
Recent research by the Alexander 
Lab at Wits University confirmed 
that these snakes remain well cam-
ouflaged most of the day and when 
well concealed they rarely bite, even 
if accidentally stood on!

The biggest danger is when they 
are on the move. Should you acci-
dentally stand on a Puff Adder while 
on the move it will strike out quickly 
– it is without doubt our fastest strik-
ing snake. And if dogs encounter 
a Puff Adder on the move and get 
within half a meter, they are well 
within the striking range.

It is commonly believed that most 
of our snakes hibernate in winter and 
are far less active as the temperature 
drops. While most do go into a state 
of torpor, they may emerge from 

SnakeSnake
EncountersEncounters

For those of us that spend time in the field, snake  
encounters are inevitable. The risks increase if 
dogs are involved as most dogs quickly go into 
hunting mode and attack any snake that they 
encounter.

by Johan Marais –
African Snakebite Institute
Photographs – Johan Marais
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their underground shelters on warm 
days to bask. Puff Adders in Gauteng 
and further north mate in the middle 
of winter and males move great dis-
tances in search of females, increasing 
the risk of an encounter.  

Black Mambas are shy and elusive 
snakes and are usually very quick to 
move off. Bites from Black Mambas 
are not common but invariably very 
serious because of their fast-acting 
neurotoxic venom. The biggest dan-
ger is accidentally cornering a Black 
Mamba in a confined space like a 
pump house on a farm. 

In recent years we have seen a 
few Black Mamba bites where the 
snake was basking in the sun, likely 
fast asleep, when someone acciden-
tally steps onto or close to one. In 
one instance a farmer was inspect-
ing his game on a scrambler and as 
he stopped and put a foot onto the 
ground, he was bitten on the lower 
leg. Having said this, if you or your 
dog is four or five meters away from 
a mamba or any other snake, you are 
quite safe and will not be bitten.

The Highveld grasslands has no 
shortage of Rinkhals and while these 
snakes are quick to disappear down a 
hole, they often get surprised by dogs 
and will quickly lift their head off 
the ground and form a hood. From 
this position they rarely bite but are 
quick to eject venom. Should a dog 
get with half a meter of such a snake 
it may well bite. While we regard this 
snake as one of our potentially deadly 
snakes, the last recorded human fatal-
ity was more than forty years ago.

Cape Cobras occur in the 
drier western parts of 
Southern Africa, reach-
ing Potchefstroom and 
Klerksdorp in the east. 

This is a feisty snake that will hood 
and bite quickly if cornered. Like the 
Black Mamba it has a potent neuro-
toxic venom and dogs rarely survive 
bites from mambas and Cape Cobras.

Most of the twenty-odd species of 
potentially lethal snakes in Southern 
Africa are far more active in summer 
and most bites are recorded in the 
early evening and between November 
and April – well out of game bird 
hunting season.

As most bites on humans are well 

below the knee, snake gaiters pro-
vide excellent protection. Such gaiters 
must be developed for full protec-
tion against snakebite and the mod-
ern lightweight gaiters made from 
Kevlar are lightweight, water resistant  
and flexible.

Snake aversion training is high-
ly recommended for bird dogs and 
despite several discussions with dog 
trainers, I have yet to find a reliable 
training facility. I have worked with 
many bird dogs in the USA that have 
been trained to avoid snakes and they 
do it well. Even getting your dog to 
point snakes should do the trick, pro-
vided it remains at least two meters 
away from any snake.

In the event of a person getting 
bitten by a snake, the priority is to 
get to the nearest hospital. In neuro-
toxic bites from snakes like the Black 
Mamba or Cape Cobra, breathing 
may be compromised in less that an 
hour. 

For cytotoxic bites from snakes 
like the Puff Adder or Mozambique 
Spitting Cobra there is little that can 

be done other than getting to a hos-
pital quickly. 

If necessary, the early administra-
tion of antivenom may well reduce 
the extent of tissue damage. Less 
than 10% of snakebite victims need 
antivenom after a bite from a highly 
venomous snake. First aid for snake-
bite is well covered on the free African 
Snakebite Institute App ASI Snakes 
(http://bit.ly/snakebiteapp).

As for dogs and snakebite, there 
seems to be a great deal of mis-
information and ignorance. In any 
snakebite, get your dog to a vet and 
if serious, antivenom may well be 
lifesaving. 

With neurotoxic bites dogs dete-
riorate rapidly and few survive. 
Breathing is compromised quickly 
and assist-breathing a dog is no easy 
task. Forget about charcoal, milk, 
allergex tablets and all the other old 
wife’s tales – get the dog to a vet 
urgently. 

– www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com
johan@asiorg.co.za
Cell: 0824942039

“Like the Black 
Mamba it has 

a potent 
neurotoxic 
venom and 
dogs rarely 
survive bites 
from mambas and 

Cape Cobras”
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by Chalres Duff

BIRMINGHAMBIRMINGHAM

Webley and Scott 
were prolific mak-
ers and those who 
are known to have 
used their produce 

as their own include William Evans, 
James Woodward, Harrods and 
Cogswell & Harrison. Holland & 
Holland were also in the club though 
they used W. Bennet and C. Bickley 
as well. The Army & Navy CSL 
likewise, they used W&S plus John 
Rigby and Westley Richards as well. 
W&S were also the source of the best 
side-by-side action on which to build 
a double rifle, just one thing made it 
superior to all the rest, the action pin 
was roughly a half an inch further 
from the face or vertical part of the 
action. This meant that the turning 
forces about the pin were markedly 
reduced, making it more resistant 
to the explosion of heavy charges  
of cordite.

William Baker was frequently 
used by E.J. Churchill who also used 
A.A. Brown. Charles Lancaster was 
another patron of William Baker. 
W.J. Jeffery used the services of both 
Harry Leonard and his son Daniel, 
Harry is credited with making all 
23 of their .500 magazine rifles on 
Mauser actions. These were used by 
just about every maker of magazine 
rifles throughout the British Isles. He 

also built most of their double rifles.    
Even other provincial gunsmiths 

used the Birmingham makers, for 
example Robert Lisle of Derby were 
another William Baker user. Hardy 
Bros of Alnwick got many of their 
guns from Holloway & Naughton.  
W.R. Pape, Newcastle bought from 
Chas Osbourne of Birmingham. In 
Scotland Alex Martin of Glasgow 
used A.A. Brown; J. Graham of 
Inverness utilised Skinner & Wood, 
and Walter Locke of Lahore was a 
Daniel Leonard fan.

In fact, throughout the peak of the 
gunsmithing era in Britain there was 
swopping and outsourcing of compo-

nents going on all over the place.
Ironically W&S recently intro-

duced a new O/U 20ga shotgun and 
this is imported ‘in the white’ from 
Italy.

A not too well known snippet of information about the manufacture of 
shotguns in Britain is that, frequently, ‘best’ guns from the big names 
in London – always touted as the only people from whom to buy guns 
– were in fact made by Birmingham gunsmiths, either partially or com-
pletely. This also occurred amongst the Birmingham makers themselves.

Everywhere!Everywhere!

The Bull pub still stands today;  
in the mid-19th century it was 
where gun workers were paid 

their wages. The first recorded gun 
maker in Birmingham was in 1630. 

The Gun Quarter is a district of 
the city of Birmingham, England, 

which was for many years a centre 
of the world’s gun-manufacturing 

industry, specialising in the  
production of military firearms and 

sporting guns. 
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The Gun Quarter is a district 
of the city of Birmingham, 
England, which was for many 
years a centre of the world's 
gun-manufacturing industry, 
specialising in the production 
of military firearms and 
sporting guns. It is an 
industrial area to the north 
of the city centre, bounded 
by Steelhouse Lane, Shadwell 
Street and Loveday Street. 
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P
ay close attention to what the 
target is doing at the break point 
and in identifying the leading edge 
of the target at the break point. 
If the target is in transition at 

the break point, such as a chandelle or 
descending target, you should select a clock 
direction for your focal point.

– This tip came from the book 
“Mastering Sporting Clays” by Don Currie.

I think you’ll find that one of the 
biggest things that you’re going to need 
to train if you’re training on longer birds 
is training your eyes to move your focus 
from the whole target to the front of the 
target and to be able to talk about where 
you want your focus to end up in the terms 
of a clock. I’m going to look at the whole 
bird, and I’m going to be at 3 ó clock when 
it goes into the breakpoint; or when it gets 
right there, I’m going to move my eyes to 
3 ó clock so that I’m on the front of it as it 
goes toward the breakpoint.

– TThis tip came from the book “The 
Coaching Hour Chronicles – Conversations 
in the Pursuit of Clays Excellence, Volume 

6” by Gil & Vicki Ash.

Components of a good gun mount:
Feet Position
Stance
Posture
Head
Start
End
Forend Hand Position
Hands Working Together.

– This tip came from the book 
“Breaking Clays – Target Tactics, Tips & 

Techniques” by Chris Batha.

You will be told time and again that the 
top competitors could all win a tournament 
with a gun, new, out of the box. Yes, they 
could, but I can guarantee that they are 
all shooting a custom-fitted gun. Sporting 
Clays, in particular, is so instinctual that 

any distraction that breaks the visual 
connection with the target will compromise 
the shooter’s style and technique, and a 
poorly-fitted gun will do this.

– This tip came from the book 
“Breaking Clays – Target Tactics, Tips & 

Techniques” by Chris Batha.

Being tense means you are expecting 
to mess up, and what you expect is what 
you get. Trying harder should mean being 
patient with yourself, not expecting 
overnight miracles. It means building 
confidence by spending more time on 
practice and shooting more targets under 
the competitive pressures of registered 
shooting. Practice will help you learn not to 
tie yourself up in knots..

– This tip came from the book 
“Finding the Extra Target – The Ultimate 
Guide for All the Clay Target Sports” by 

John Linn & Stephen Blumenthal.

On any right-to-left picture (vice versa 
for lefties) you want to hold your gun just 
a little lower and a little farther out, toward 
the breakpoint. Then, as you mount the 
gun, insert the muzzles from underneath in 
front of the bird in a soft move that traces 
the reversed shape of the letter “J.” It 
doesn’t have to be really exaggerated, just 

enough to keep the gun under the target’s 
flight line. If you don’t do this, the bird will 
pull your eyes to the gun and off the line 
of its flight..

– This tip came from the book “If It 
Ain’t Broke, Fix It!” by Gil & Vicki Ash

Where you place your eyes to first pick 
up the target can be critical. This is called 
the visual pickup point. Both eyes softly 
focus on the visual pickup point, which is 
somewhere along and slightly above the 
target line.

– This tip came from the book 
“Shotgunning in the Automatic Mind 

– The Guide for Shotgunners and 
Instructors” by Warren Watson and Mike 

Wilfley

The shooter should not be conscious 
of the gun muzzle, the rib or the sight. The 
eye, or rather his attention, should be fully 
occupied with the bird, and, if he holds 
his gun properly, he will hit whatever he is 
looking at.

– This tip came from the book “Robert 
Churchill’s Game Shooting” by Macdonald 

Hastings

Contact the office to book a shotgun 
coaching session: 071 132 5450.

SHOTGUN

SHOOTING TIPS

Hints & tips from shotgun 
shooting pros and authors…



Where to go shooting? Where to learn 
and improve your shooting? …Right here!

Shotgun Training
Rifle Training
Handgun Training

    All at
    SA Wingshooters Association
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Due the success of Fidelity Security Services (Pty) Ltd   
constitutional court case against the Minister of Police 
and others, people may apply for a NEW firearms licence/s 
should they be in posession of a lapsed firearm licence/s. 
Here’s how to apply…

by the Executive Committee

Apply NEW for yourApply NEW for your
Lapsed Firearm LicenceLapsed Firearm Licence

Good news for members 
that might have lapsed 
firearm licences – You 
may apply for a NEW 
licence for the lapsed 

firearm/s at your SAPS DFO. 
• Same as with a normal new 

firearm application, you MUST have 
a valid SAPS issued Competency for 
thae type of firearm you are apply-
ing for. If not, then apply for your 
Competency renewal first. 

• The lapsed firearm/s you wish 
to apply for must be taken to your 

SAPS DFO for inspection, along 
with the expired licence/s. The DFO 
will complete an ANNEXURE B 
form in duplicate. You will keep a 
copy and you must attach it to the 
NEW application (SAPS 271).

• Then it is a normal new appli-
cation, as usual, with motivation, 
our endorsement, proof of hunt-
ing/shooting, etc. same as what we  
usually issue to members for new 
application.

The SAPS will not prosecute a 
person for being in possession of a 
firearm with a lapsed licence, if that 
person wants to apply for a new 
licence against a lapsed licence. A 
firearm which has so been inspected 
and verified by the DFO remains in 
possession of the owner during the 
new application and need not be 
handed in. Keeping such firearm (as 
per Regulation 86) means you may 
store the firearm in your safe but may 
not use it.

Here are the steps:
1.	One may apply for a new licence 

(form SAPS271) against a lapsed 
licence (please make sure that your 
competencies are valid before you 
apply – it is a NEW licence appli-
cation so you must first have a 
valid competency to possess the 
specific type of firearm relevant to 
your application). 

2.	SAPS will not prosecute a person 
for being in possession of a firearm 

with a lapsed licence if that person 
wants to apply for a new licence 
against a lapsed licence.

3.	The length of time a licence had 
already lapsed is no limitation in 
submission of a new licence appli-
cation being submitted for a fire-
arm with a lapsed licence.

4.	The procedure described in the 
directive is applicable for any 
lapsed firearm licence; thus, also 
in future.

5.	The firearm of which the licence 
had lapsed and for which a new 
licence application is submitted, 
must be taken to a member’s DFO 
with the new licence application 
form, for inspection.

6.	A firearm which has so been 
inspected and verified by the 
member’s DFO (5 above) remains 
in possession of the owner.

7.	Keeping such firearm (6 above) is 
subject to Regulation 86 prescripts 
(in short that means you may store 
the firearm in your safe but may 
not use it.
You can download the SAPS 

Directive and ANNEXURE B at this 
link on our website 

https://www.wingshooters.org.za/
ALL-DOWNLOADS/

Should you have a lapsed firearm, 
or firearms – please contact the office 
and we will guide you through what 
you need to do – Office number: 071 
132 5450.



The NGO Wildlife Poisoning Prevention & Conflict Resolution (NPO 132-047) was born from a need to address 
the problem of wildlife poisoning, initially in South Africa; but also across the sub-region since vultures and wildlife 
ignore human political boundaries. The training project over the past 5 years aimed to train 100 rangers and enforc-
ers per year (target 500). This goal was addressed by fund-raising internationally; and the goal was exceeded by 20%. 

The Annual Report of March 2020 shows 601 rangers trained. Whilst others claim to train many people, their 
training simply comprises anti-poison information, whilst we enable trainees to respond appropriately as first arrivals/
responders at a toxic wildlife crime scene; in a scenario where mistakes lead to loss of court cases. Another significant 
observation is that poisoning of elephants in and around Hwangwe National Park, Zimbabwe has decreased annually 
since Zimbabwe Republic Police trainees conducted roadblocks, and confiscated almost 6 tonnes of Sodium cyanide 
from Zama-zama miners and their associates. Whilst there is no direct link to our training we feel this assumption is 
plausable.

We also are able to consult to and advise game ranchers and the wildlife industry on game ranch management, 
wildlife management, stocking rates and carrying capacities. We use game-birds as indicators of environmental 
health and can advise on their management. A key issue that we promote is Systems Thinking and its application to  
management; including predator and wildlife conflict management, with emphasis on non-lethal control systems. 

Our projects may be viewed on https://www.wildlifepoisoningprevention.co.za

Financially, we operate solely as a non profit organisation, so any profit on income re-cycles through our activi-
ties. We rely heavily on international donors, since the exchange rate makes international donations very valuable and 
significant to us. Covid-19 has closed the gates of many zoos who are our primary source of funding; however, we are 
registered in South Africa as a Public Benefit Organisation (PBO 930047988), which enables us to issue certificates of 
donation in terms of Section 18(1)(a) of the Income Tax Act. This enables tax deductions in the hands of the donor, 
whether corporate or private. Such  donations must be used within South Africa. As a non-profit, we are required 
to report annually to the Department of Social Development, both on activity and financially; and we follow good 
accounting practices, including Annual Independent Financial Statements. A business stress-test conducted in August 
2020 indicates success as we have repeated financial surplusses, albeit with poor cash flows and poor sustainability 
indications. Perhaps this indicates a very frugal operation where all income reaches the projects?

PLEASE DONATE ! ANY AMOUNT WILL HELP
We can issue section 18a certificates for Tax purposes

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
URGENTLY!

Vultures poisoned in KZN 
for muti, bones, ect.

Geese poisoned at 
Mjejane, MP.

https://www.wildlifepoisoningprevention.co.za
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   Gun Dog Clubs
    & Field Trial Associations

NATAL
Natal Gundog Club
Retrievers
Rob Ainslie
E-mail: ainslie@telkomsa.net
Cell: (083) 407-5396

KZN HPR Club
HPR Breeds (GSP, Brittany, etc)
Fanie Barnard: 082 888 6770

GAUTENG
Tvl HPR Field Trial Club
HPR (Versatile) Breeds (GSP, Brittany, etc)
Slang Viljoen • (012) 819 1245
E-mail: slangvil@iafrica.com

Working Retreiver Club (WRC)
All Gundog Breeds
Dr Alan Kloeck
E-mail: alan.kloeck@merck.com
Cell: (082) 449-5257

Working Gundog & Conservation 
Club (WGCC)
Retrievers
Paula Jordi
E-Mail: paula.jordi@gmail.com
Cell: (082) 823-4024

The Golden Retriever Club of the Tvl 
(GRC)
Golden Retrievers
Tel: 011-802 4848
Enquiries: info@goldenretrieverclub.
co.za
Puppy enquiries: 	
puppies@goldenretrieverclub.co.za

The Gundog Club
All Gundog Breeds
Jenny Smith
E-Mail: smithj.goldens@gmail.com
Cell: (082) 490-2571

Labrador Retriever Kennel Club
Carl Bosman
E-Mail: carlbosman@gmail.com
Cell: (076) 230-1389
website: www.labclub.org.za

Transvaal Field Trial Association 
(TFTA)
Retrievers
Charles Trollope
E-Mail: charles@chardale.co.za
Cell: (082) 888-1906

Working Spaniel Association
Bobby Lotter
E-Mail: bobbylotter@blconsult.co.za
Cell: 083 449 0325

The Weimaraner Klub of Gauteng
Yoan Bosch
Email: admin@weimaraner.co.za
Cell: 082 896 0378

Hungarian Vizsla Club
E-mails: admin@vizslaclub.co.za
Contact person: Natasja van Staden or 
Anita Erasmus
Tel: 0815680155 or 0798822191

WESTERN CAPE
Cape Gundog Club & Hottentots 
Holland KC
All Gundog Breeds
Timothy Teale
028 572-1528 or 082 554 5800
e-mail: timothy@designage.co.za

Cape Field Trial Club
All Gundog Breeds (pointers, retrievers)
Jorisna Bonthuys
E-Mail: info@cftc.org.za
Cell: (083) 286-7265

Western Cape Field Trial Club
Pointing Breeds (Pointers, HPRs, etc.) 
Secretary: Trudi Winter
(021) 975 2729, 082 924 7440
E-mail: bhulisa@iafrica.com

EASTERN CAPE
Border Field Trial Club
Pointing Breeds 
Secretary, Robbie Stretton
Cell 082 578 2334
(045) 969.0000 or (045) 969.0048
E-mail: admin@sesafaris.com

Walmer Suburban Club
All hunting breeds
Andre Thuynsma
E-Mail: ecga@mweb.co.za
Cell: (083) 452-6426

All Breeds
The Highveld Versatile Hunting Dog 
Club (HVHDC)
All hunting breeds. 
Secretary: Petro Byleveld– 082 493 5728
E-mail: secretary@hvhdc.co.za

Independent

Contact details for
SA Wingshooters’ 
Animal Welfare

Inspectors

Rubin Els� 082 371 5083

Peter Karsas� 082 587 9714

Alan Kloeck� 082 449 5257

Tony Wynne� 083 700 3310

Mark Barnard	 082 809 3183

Willem Fourie	 082 820 9491

Simon Neville	 083 232 7657

Andrew O’Dell	 083 539 7370

Arnold Slabbert	 082 332 3660

Trudi Winter	 082 924 7440

IWWO
Qualified Wildlife Welfare 

Inspectors

The South African Field Trial Club
Field trials and St. Hubert hunting events 
for all pointing breeds.
All welcome! Susan Allen, Secretary
E-mail: treasurer@saftc.co.za
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Or just send us an 
email stating your 
minimum activities 

you did for the 
year. Easy!
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Eurotarget clays
Promatic clay machines

Shooting vests
Shotgun & shooting gear
Qualified expert advice

and much more…
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Exclusively

for Members

SA Wingshooters – Official MerchandiseSA Wingshooters – Official Merchandise

R50
Incl. P&P

R80
Incl. P&P

Quality 100% Cotton 6 panel Ball Cap – In 
Orange, Olive Drab, Burgundy, Camel and 
Chocolate caps, with the Flying Ducks®™ 
logo on front & “SA 
Wingshooters“ on 
the right side. 
Perfect for 
casual wear or 
hunting

3D dome Disc stickers Woven Cloth Badges – 
Imported from USA

Our NEW XXV Anniversary 
caps are super quality cotton 
embroidered with our logo, XXV 
(25 Years) on the left side and 
‘SA Wingshooters’ on the back. 
Available in colours: 
Forrest Green, Washed Grey and 
Khaki

R250
Incl. P&P
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This is a unique book, with 40 recipes and over 
80 full colour photographs. Chapters include 
the role of wingshooting and conservation, an 

illustrated guide to cleaning gamebirds, cooking 
techniques and of course some hunting stories.

A Gamebird Recipe Book for South Africa!A Gamebird Recipe Book for South Africa!

Edgecombe House offers six  
Conference/Training rooms varying in 

size conveniently situated in the in Mid-
rand/Crowthorne area. There is a pool for 
Guests exclusive use as well as an outside 
bar and entertainment area for Patrons. 
Safe parking under guard is provided. 

EDGECOMBE HOUSE
COUNTRY VENUE

M I D R A N D

Now available at all Safari & Outdoors stores, and at Sixes 
and Sevens. Should you require a personalised copy please 

contact the author at www.birdshooter.co.za
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DVD Available from 
SA Wingshooters @ 
R235 including P&P

Special catering for gundogs. Large camps 

with comfortable lodges. Daily exercise 

runs in a two hectare camp. Personal care 

and feeding by owner. Reinforcing of basic 

obedience commands can also be arranged. 

Book now for the holiday season. 

Contact Dr Slang Viljoen: 
084 202 0184, or email:

slangvil@iafrica.com

THE GUNDOG KENNELS 
Pretoria

ADANSONIA ECO LODGEADANSONIA ECO LODGE
MUSINA-LIMPOPO

Plan on a hunting trip?
No need to search further.

Phone us for an unforgettable time.
We have a fully equipped lodge with a one in a 

million chef. Daily serviced rooms.
Guides to accompany you on hunting & skinning.

Cold rooms available.
For prices contact Nicola:

info.adansoniaecolodge@gmail.com
Or call: 0637 717 655.
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This pocketbook is the first of its kind in South Africa. 
It is an essential ‘must have’ for every wingshooter, 
particularly Dedicated Hunters, and contains:
•	 The Wingshooters Codes of Conduct, including the 

codes for bird dogs, shoot organisers and wildfowlers,
•	 A guide to the identification of gamebirds in the field,
•	 The combined shooting and hunting log for use by 

dedicated hunters to comply with the regulations 
of the Firearms Control Act, incorporating the 
landowners’ hunting permission form… And much 
more…

‘Every Wingshooter should have one’
‘In today’s world, where it is so important that all hunters 
act in a responsible and ethical manner, this pocketbook is 
an essential part of the field hunting gear of every gamebird 
shooter. We are pleased to support this pocketbook and 
I strongly recommend it to all who wish to hunt more 
responsibly. Every Wingshooter should carry it on him in the 
field’� — Dr Alan Kloeck
� MD: MSD
‘Respect for all Creatures, Great and Small’
‘There are very few, if any, hunters who can say they have never 
shot the wrong quarry by mistake or have committed some 
thoughtless act, which they, in hindsight, would like to undo. 
This pocketbook will help all of us to prevent such mistakes 
and to embody the Wingshooters motto of Respect For Life. ’

— Dr Raoul van der Westhuizen
Chairman: SA Wingshooters

HINTS AND TIPS FROM 20 EXPERTS ON
THE BASICS OF WINGSHOOTING

This is not just another book on Wingshooting in Southern 
Africa. It is the definitive practical handbook by 20 top 
experts, packed with facts. Whether you are a beginner or 
an advanced shooter, in these pages you are sure to find 
lots of new tips and tricks from the old hands. The subjects 
are covered in short and concise fashion and include:

• Shotguns • Gun fit • Gun care • Gauges & shot sizes 
•‑Shotshells and ballistics • Shotgun marksmanship • 
Safety • Game bird identification • How to shoot francolin, 
guinea fowl, geese, ducks, sand grouse, rock pigeons, 
etc. •‑Gun dog breeds • Training your gun dog • Gun dog 
nutrition and health •‑Shooting ethics and etiquette • The 
Gun Control Act • How to get a hunting licence • Game 
birds for the dinner table • Field trial clubs & associations

For the first time, this book brings together the collective 
know-how and experience in game bird shooting of many 
of the leading wingshooters in Southern Africa — be they 
scientists, field triallists, gun dog experts, veterinarians or 
lay people — who all share the passion for wingshooting 
and the joy of the great African Outdoors. The section on 
shotgun marksmanship alone makes the handbook worth 
having. In this section the greatest South African sporting 
clay shooter ever and 20 times Springbok tells how to 
shoot any target under any condition. The handbook is 
edited by the co-founder and first chairman of the SA 
Wingshooters Association, Raoul van der Westhuizen.

R50
Incl. P&P

R250
Incl. P&P

To order your books today, call the SA Wingshooters Assocaition office: 071 132 5450.

R200
for 

members
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DedicatedDedicated
REPORTSREPORTS

YOUR ANNUAL DEDICATED ACTIVITY 

REPORT (Hunt & Sport) – What to do:
How you can send us your report:

Via e-mail, fax or on-line on your personal member 
profile.
Go to:
https://members.wingshooters.co.za
and register to create your own profile; or

Complete a report (you can download it from our web-
site: www.wingshooters.org.za) and e-mail to:
anel@wingshooters.co.za or fax to 086 211 5111, or you 
can email us a report listing 2 activities you did during 
the year. Dedicated activity reports are mandatory, by 
law, for all qualified dedicated members!

New Member Online Portal 
For Dedicated Activity Reports & Firearm 
Licence Renewal Notices –

Firstly, It’s nearing the end of the season, thus all Dedicated 
members need to send in their dedicated hunting activity 
report. It’s a legal (Firearms Control Act 60 of 2000) 
requirement for Dedicated Hunters and Dedicated Sports 
persons. You can send any hunting activities report, whether it 
was plains game, bird hunting or range shooting and includes 
rifles, shotgun, handgun use, etc. You only need to list two (2) 
activities for the year. Remember to send us a report before end 
October, as we have to send a ‘members activity report’ to the 
SAPS every year in November, listing all the members who did 
not send in a report.

Our on-line member portal –
You can do it on our new member online portal. 

Please go to our our on-line member area and ‘Register’ 
with us:
https://members.wingshooters.co.za 

Once we’ve approved your registration request, 
you can ‘Login’ and start to use this service for your 
dedicated reporting and to list your firearms renewal 
dates for our renewal reminder service. Call the office if 
you don’t know what to do! Tel: 071 132 5450.

You can also enter your dedicated hunting/sport 
shooting activities report online, on our website! Go to www.
wingshooters.org.za and click on the “Dedicated Hunters” 
menu and complete the form right at the bottom of the page. 
It’s quick and easy!

Or, if you prefer to remain old school you can download 
the form from the “All Downloads” page on our website. You 
can fax it to 086 211 5111 or 071 132 5450. You can also send 
us the same one you might have done for another association 
you belong to... it needn’t be our form.

Go to:
https://members.wingshooters.co.za
and register to create your own profile for your dedicated 
reports & firearm licence renewal reminders



* The entry fee of R350 is not payable by younger than 21. The annual subscription fee for Juniors (persons younger 
than 21) is a nominal R253.- (VAT incl), and for persons 70 and older is R903.- Incl. Family memberships do not pay any 

once-off join fee.

www.wingshooters.org.zawww.wingshooters.org.za

YES!YES!

Some of the great benefits:
•	Exclusive members-only access to the Gun Licensing Help-line
•	 'Bona-fide Hunters' recognised as credit to Dedicated Hunters, or
• Option to qualify as Dedicated Hunter/Sports Person in terms of Act 60
• Membership of Police-accredited Hunting & Sport shooting Association
• Exclusive hunting rights and shoots for members only
• Access to the National Shooting Venue Database
•	Up-to-date information on the Firearms Control Act
•	4 ‘WINGSHOOTER’ magazines with full shooting calendar
•	Provincial hunting licences (for most provinces)
•	 Access to clay shooting clubs, shotgun/Rifle/Handgun clinics and training
• 25% saving on the handbook WINGSHOOTING, with tips & hints by 21 

experts on game bird hunting
• Free advice on shooting seasons, gundogs, shotguns, rifles, handguns, etc.
• Free firearm ENDORSEMENTS for any type of firearm.
•	R20 million wingshooters’ liability insurance included
•  Option to join PSP – Postal Shooting Programme for Handguns & Rifles
• Option to join the Long Range Shooting Club and TPS 2-gun/3-gun, etc.

Non-Profit Organisation Reg. 031-587-NPO • Tel: +27 (0)71 132 5450  
E-mail: anel@wingshooters.co.za

 or Fax to Email: 086 211 5111
SAPS Accreditation No’s: 1300080 & 1300136

Sign me up and rush 
me my membership 
documents

Join South Africa’s No.1 accredited
Hunting & Sport shooting association

SA WINGSHOOTERS

Title (Mr,Mrs,Dr)	 ........................................................

Full Names	 ........................................................

	 ........................................................

ID Number	 ........................................................

Postal Address	 ........................................................

	 ........................................................

	 ........................................................

Postal Code	 ........................................................

Residential Address..................................................... 	

	 ........................................................

	 ........................................................

	 ........................................................

E-Mail *	 ........................................................

*(we email members with news regularly)

Office Tel No.	 ........................................................

Fax Number	 ........................................................

Home Tel No.	 ........................................................

Cell Phone No.	 ........................................................

Payment Method:

EFT	                  Bank Deposit

You can also pay in person with a card at our offices.

Your Signature	 ........................................................

Date	 ........................................................

20
22

I agree to honour the constitution and and charter. I do not 
have a criminal record. You hereby confirm that you are 
subscribing to SA Wingshooters Association for a period of 
one year or two years, depending on your option. 

Deposit your subscription by means of Internet 
banking (EFT) or deposit it in our bank account 
as per the details below (email us the proof of 

payment with the application form) to:
 anel@wingshooters.co.za

	 Bank: ABSA Brooklyn
	 Branch Code: 335-345
	 Account Name: SA Wingshooters
	 Account Number: 1500165460

 * If you are a dedicated hunter at any other association 
please attach a copy to receive a credit towards decated 

hunter status.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:  (Tick all appropriate boxes)

I wish to join for	 1 Year	 2 Years

Join Fee – Once off, plus:	 R 350.-	 R 350.-

Subscription – Annual*	  R 1,362.-	 R 2,650.-

*Subscription – over 70’s:	 R 903.-	 R 1,700.-

*Subscription Junior U/21:	 R 253.-	 R 500.-

I also wish to Join the PSP	  R 100.-	 R 190.-

I also wish enroll in the Dedicated Hunter Course 
and/or Dedicated Sport Shooter course:
Dedicated Hunter Manual & Test:	 R 570.-
Dedicated Sport Shooter Test:	 R 570.-

TOTAL	 R            .-	 R             .-

You can also join the PSP (Postal Shooting Programme) 
for rifle and handgun shooting. The PSP offers 

participation in our annual target shooting competition in 
various divisions for rifle and handgun shooting:

2022

1.

2.

3.
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JOIN THEJOIN THE
ELITEELITE

www.longrangeclub.com
Tel: 071 132 5450

Membership of LRSC
includes:

The LRSC is a sub-club of the SA Wingshooters and 
requires an additional membership to SA Wingshooters

The only accredited Long Range Shooting Club in South Africa!
	 •	 Permanently set-up, 14 target Standard steel range from 100m to 1453m, as well as a 	

		 Summer range with 9 targets from 100m to 800m
	 •	 Challenging targets
	 •	 Handgun range, multi-gun range
	 •	 Exclusive range open to members only!
	 •	 Match days and competitions
	 •	 Training & fun shoots, etc.



Available from:
LORIS INTERNATIONAL
Mobile: 082 775 0243

	 082 572 7067
Email: shot25@global.co.za

www.lorisinternational.co.za


